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Stewardship

The following centennial proposal passed legislation and  has been certified as eligible for
Centennial Challenge funding in fiscal year 2008.

BioBlitz! Create Environmental Stewardship Through Discovery:
National ATBI

Location: Texas – BigThicket National Preserve
Partner(s):  Big Thicket Association
Partner Website: www.btatx.org
Total Cost: $150,000
Proposal # 136557

Summary:  Environmental Stewardship through Discovery is a project that provides hands on
experience with scientists in the discovery of new organisms, while learning about the delicate
flora and fauna within protected areas. All Taxa Biodiversity Inventories (ATBI) engage the public
by partnering citizens with scientists in the exploration and discovery of biological diversity. Such
efforts lead to an understanding of the indicators of ecological shifts due to climate change, or
detect changes in forest health due to parasites and disease species. ATBIs are systematic scientific
surveys of all taxa using dedicated groups of scientists, taxonomists, and citizens to search for
organisms. Although national in scope, this project is structured with a focus on supporting local
ATBIs, their community groups, parks, and partners. Creating Environmental Stewardship
through Discovery is innovative because it focuses on the grassroots level using a national
congress as a forum for the exchange of new ideas that augment both scientific knowledge as well
as citizen learning and creativity.

For more information contact:

Todd Brindle, Superintendent, (409) 951- 6802, bith_superintendent@nps.gov

[The Thicket of Diversity
Homepage - www.thicketofdiversity.org]
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